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must take away the property of others. In other words, the
right of property involves the right to have property taken
away. It is only a step from this unsatisfactory acquiring and
taking away to the communist theory that the community
should own all the property and apportion it or its produce
equally. By this time very little is left of the original natural
right under the protection of the State. Nevertheless, Locke's
insistence on the primacy of this right is a sign that he was dimly
aware that the time was coming when an economic and social
revolution rather than a political one would threaten the status
quo. The return to the state of Nature which was so dreaded
was more likely to take place through the denial of the right of
property than by controversies about sovereignty and social
contract.

Meanwhile the crucial test of Locke's own thesis was the
justification of political revolution. The treatise was published
two years after the Revolution of 1688. His association with
Shaftesbury, his exile in Holland and his friendship with Wil-
liam of Orange were enough to shape his political theory. He
had lived through one revolution and one case of regicide; he
had experienced and condemned the excesses of the indepen-
dent sects; he was no democrat. Yet he had learned of the
tyranny and arbitrary rule of Louis XIV through personal
intercourse with the exiled Huguenots and he had suffered the
deprivation of his beloved Christ Church fellowship for his
opinions. He wanted to steer a course between the anarchic
unsettlement that would result from too complete an attach-
ment to the cause of natural rights and the tyranny and incom-
petence of a political authority entirely unrelated to moral law.
He had to show how a mild dose of the first could effect a cure
in the second. He had to provide the means of a radical
change in government before it was too late.

To tell people they may provide for themselves by erecting a
new legislative, when by oppression, artifice, or being delivered to
a foreign power, their old one is gone, is only to tell them they may
expect relief when it is too late, and the evil is past cure. This is,
in effect, no more than to bid them first be slaves, and then to